
MISSION AND PHILOSOPHY

The Church of St. Joseph Mission Statement

The Church of St. Joseph, a parish of the Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis, is a Catholic
community of God’s people, united in His Son, Jesus Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit.

We are called to proclaim the Gospel, offer worship to God, pray and celebrate the
sacraments. We are committed to providing Catholic education and encouraging lifelong
spiritual growth for each member of this parish community.

We acknowledge the dignity of all human life, and dedicate ourselves to aid and serve
those in spiritual or material need.

School Mission Statement

Saint Joseph’s Catholic School educates students through faith formation, academic
excellence, and the development of virtue to be disciples of Christ.

School Philosophy

We fulfill our mission by:
● inspiring spiritual growth through classroom instruction, prayer, liturgy, devotions,

sacraments, retreats and service.

● challenging students with a comprehensive curriculum enriched with fine arts and

co-curricular activities meeting the needs of all learners.

● engaging students in an environment that allows them to develop virtue through

shared responsibility, self-discipline, respect, honor and faith in Christ.



FAITH

St. Joseph’s Catholic School is committed to strong values, rigorous academics, faith
formation, and service to others. We foster a commitment to faith, spirituality, and ministry
and as such, St. Joseph’s students will actively participate not only in a strong academic
program, but also in a commitment to his or her faith.

Opportunities for participation in the Sacraments, Service, Faith Formation, and Leadership
are offered to all students in grades 6-8. At St. Joseph’s, we recognize the presence of Christ
in one another.

Mass

As a Catholic community of faith, St. Joseph’s holds the celebration of the liturgy to be at the
heart of the faith and central to fostering community. All students and teachers, regardless
of religious tradition, must attend and actively participate in all school Masses.

Sacraments and Retreats

Throughout the academic year, opportunities to participate in the Catholic faith and its
Sacraments will be made available to the students and staff. All students and teachers,
regardless of religious tradition, must attend and actively participate.

Service

All St. Joseph Middle School students will participate in service learning throughout the
academic school year. Students will obtain a MINIMUM of 4 service hours per trimester.
Students will record their hours on documentation provided. A list of service opportunities
can be found on the Theology course syllabus.



CONDUCT & BEHAVIOR

Students are expected to follow the rules and expectations and to do their part to provide a
safe environment that is free from disruptive behavior, that does not pose a potential or
actual danger and that is not disruptive to the learning and teaching process. This includes
taking ownership of their behavior and consequences received for their choices.

Students are expected to act in accordance with Catholic principles in their behavior with
others, including their peers. They are also expected to respect the property rights of other
students, faculty, and the school. Saint Joseph's Catholic School expects students, parents
and families to cooperate with the school in reaching these goals.

Improper behavior will not be tolerated and is grounds for disciplinary measures, up to and
including suspension or expulsion. Behavior at school events, whether on or off school
property, and while using resources provided by the school or outside groups, whether on or
off school property, is governed by all expectations and policies outlined in this handbook. In
addition, Saint Joseph's Catholic School reserves the right to discipline students for behaviors
that take place outside of school, which disrupts learning or the school environment.

Expectations
Students in grades 6-8 will adhere to the following expectations in addition to the
expectations outlined in the S.A.I.N.T. Chart:

● Students will be prompt and prepared for class. Students will arrive on time with
necessary supplies, including completed work that is neat, and of high quality.

● Students will follow individual classroom expectations and will respect adults by
listening, using respectful language, promptly following directions, and being
respectful of others and of property.

● Students will remain on task and allow others to do the same.

● Students will fully participate in every class, every day. 100% participation, 100% of the
time.

● Students will respect St. Joseph property and other’s personal property. This includes,
but is not limited to: the building, playground, classrooms, classroom equipment,
macbooks and technology, lockers, textbooks, supplies, desks, chairs, etc.

● Students will display truthfulness, kindness and empathy toward others.



● Students will attempt to solve issues appropriately with their words and then reach out
to an adult if things do not improve.

● Students will display positive and productive character traits including doing their best,
being honest, and seeking/providing forgiveness.

● Students will not chew gum or eat candy

● Students will keep hands and body free of writing and designs

● Students will not access or use personal electronic devices at any time during the
school day. This includes: cell phones, iPads, iWatches, e-readers, etc. All personal
devices must be powered off and must remain in the student’s locker for the entire
day. St. Joseph’s is not responsible for personal devices that are lost, stolen, or
damaged.

● Students will not be allowed to access social media platforms during the school day.
Additionally, students are to follow the Student-Parent Handbook policies regarding
social media.

● Students will not bring weapons, or a look alike weapon to school.

● Students will not smoke, use tobacco, or vaping materials. Drugs and alcohol are not
permitted.

● Students will not use profanity, or disrespectful language at any time. This includes but
is not limited to threats, swearing, symbols, and gestures.

● Students will not gamble or trade property, regardless of value.

● Students will not participate in any form of bullying or harassment. This includes but is
not limited to: using threatening or intimidating language, teasing, name-calling,
spreading rumors, ostracizing or socially excluding others, breaking up friendships,
physical acts and gestures of violence including hitting, kicking, tripping, theft,
damage of property, and cyber-bullying.

● Students will report bullying, harassment, suspicious activity, weapons, drug, tobacco,
and alcohol use immediately to the Director of the Middle School or the School
Principal. Failure to do so will result in further consequences.



Consequences:

Student behavior at St. Joseph Catholic School should exemplify high standards, reflect a
desire to learn, and model Christ’s teaching.

Failure to meet any of the above expectations may result in the following:

● A consequence according to the teacher’s classroom policy
● Detention
● Written assignment
● Seat assignment
● Individual meeting with principal, teacher, and parents
● Principal or counselor referral
● Loss of recess
● Re-do assignment or grade
● Replacement of property/Fines
● Loss of privileges
● Behavioral probation
● Academic probation
● Suspension
● Expulsion

St. Joseph Catholic school reserves the right to determine in its sole discretion the
appropriate consequence for any violations of its policies.

Lockers and Privacy
Students have no expectation of privacy while on school property or in their use of
school-owned or school-provided resources, The school reserves the right to interview any
student and search his or her personal belongings including lockers, backpacks, bags, desks,
etc. in accordance with Minnesota Statutes as outlined in the full handbook.

Lockers are assigned to all students grades 6-8. It is the student’s responsibility to keep his or
her locker clean, and free from questionable/inappropriate decorations or pictures. Students
may not at any time switch lockers or use vacant lockers without permission from the
administration.

Additionally, students are not allowed to bring personal locks from home and use them on
school lockers.



ACADEMICS
Grading

Grading of students is based on their performance on assignments, tests, quizzes, projects,
presentations, and classroom participation.

The grading categories are as follows: Summative Assessments (60%), Formative Assessments
(30%), and Homework (10%).

St. Joseph Catholic school uses the following grading scale for students in grades 6-8:

A   = 95+ B+ = 87-89 C+ = 77-79 D+ = 67-69

A-  = 90-94 B   = 83-86 C   = 73-76 D   = 63-66

B-  = 80-82 C-  = 70-72 D-  = 60-62

I     = Incomplete NG = Not Graded F    = 59 or below

Students who receive a D or F grade in a course two trimesters in a particular standard will
be required to attend an approved summer program or make up the course the following
year.

Students who are receiving Special Education services may be given an opportunity to audit
a course as indicated by his or her IEP.

Grade Reports

Mid-trimester grade reports and End of Trimester Grade Reports will be available for students
and parents to view via EDUCATE. A reminder notification will be sent home to all families. It is
the responsibility of the students and parents to view grade reports when issued.

Parent-Teacher Communication and Conferences

Middle school students are strongly encouraged to attend conferences with their parents as
they begin to navigate ownership of their learning and behavior. At times the school may
require the student to attend.

Teachers and the principal will respond to emails or phone calls within 24 hours if possible
(weekends and breaks not included). If there is an emergency or urgent matter, a phone
call to the office would be best.



Homework

Homework is expected to be completed at home. If work is not completed and turned in
when it is due, teachers may provide them with an opportunity to complete it at recess time,
but the work will still be considered late and graded accordingly.

Homework will not be assigned over holiday breaks. However, students behind in their
regular work will be expected to catch up over the break and parents will be notified.

Teachers may assign reading or other assignments over the summer to help students retain
learning and/or prepare for the next grade level.

Late Work

For each calendar day a task is late, the highest possible grade will be deducted by 10%.
After the fifth calendar day, students have five additional calendar days to complete the
task for no more than 50% credit. After the 10th calendar day, no credit will be awarded.

Late Work and Absences

It is the student’s responsibility to see the teacher and follow through on completing work on
time. For each day a student is absent, he or she is allowed two days to make arrangements
to complete tasks that were assigned during the absence. If the student does not make up
his or her work according to the awarded days per absence, the late work policy will take
effect.

Retake Policy

At St. Joseph Catholic School, it is not unusual for students to be challenged in their classes.
The transition to middle school, the rigor of courses, increased reading, longer written
assignments, the need for daily study and review, and the need for students to have the
ability to take ownership of their learning all contribute to a challenging academic
environment.

In order to address these challenges, students are expected to:

1. Take the initiative to see his or her teacher if he or she is having trouble
understanding the material or not doing well on written assignments, tests, and
quizzes,

2. Follow his or her teacher’s advice regarding home study, attendance in class,
and preparation for tests and quizzes,



3. Check his or her personal organization, attention in class, attendance, and time
spent on homework and studying, and

4. Be ready for class and turn his or her work in on time.

Students in grades 6-8 are permitted ONE retake per class, per trimester. The retake must be
taken within 5 calendar days of the original test being returned to the student. Teachers may
require students to meet for tutoring sessions before they are allowed to retake. Sessions will
be scheduled at the teacher's convenience.

Extra Credit

Students will not be given extra credit to help improve grades. Extra credit causes grade
inflation and does not allow us to see a student’s true abilities or where further focus may be
needed.

Corrections

Students are allowed to make corrections on tests or quizzes, but it will not be calculated into
the original grade. For the purpose of learning the material for the next quiz, or test, it is
advisable for students to work with teachers on learning the material they initially missed.

Academic Honesty

At St. Joseph Catholic School, each student should have respect for him or herself, for others,
and for the institution. He or she should act with integrity in all domains of activity and with
personal honor in all matters. Instances of cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or other forms of
academic dishonesty violate the principles of integrity, demonstrate a lack of respect for the
school and for oneself, and are a serious breach of our values.

Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to:

1. Copying, sharing written homework, or use of a teachers’ edition when the
expectation is that each student is to do the work by his/herself.

2. Cheating: being in possession of a “cheat sheet,” paper or electronic, using a “cheat
sheet,” looking at another student’s answers or asking another student for answers on
homework, quizzes, or tests.

3. Sharing quiz or test questions with other students who have not yet taken the quiz/test.
4. Plagiarism: submitting material that in part or whole is not one’s own work without

stating the source;



5. Using materials that are intended to circumvent assignments in literature, such as Cliff
Notes, Spark Notes, digital resources and other materials used to replace an honest
effort to gain knowledge;

6. Falsifying lab data;
7. Forging a signature;
8. Buying and selling assignments;
9. Using online translators in World Language courses without express permission of the

teacher;
10.Unauthorized use of information stored in a calculator such as formulas;
11.Use of information stored in a cell phone, iPad, Macbook, or other electronic device;
12.Using a cell phone, iPad, Macbook, or other electronic device to take a picture of a

test of quiz; and
13.Lying to a teacher or administrator about work.

When a violation occurs, the teacher will confront the student(s), confiscate the assignment,
paper, electronic device, quiz, or test, report the incident to the Director of the Middle
School, and will notify parents via phone or in a face-to-face meeting. If necessary, students
will also meet with the building principal, as well as the middle school counselor. Students will
receive a zero for the work in question without any change of resubmitting for credit.

After a second offense, the student may be suspended and may be required to meet with
the parent and a member of the administration.

EXTRACURRICULARS AND ATHLETICS

At St. Joseph Catholic school, we believe that children are students first, athletes second.

Students are welcome to participate in enrichment and sports programs if they maintain C
level grades or higher and maintain positive behavior expectations. Students will follow rules
and expectations of the school and volunteers managing the additional programming and
sports programs. All equipment will be used properly.

Students who are sick or suspended are not allowed to participate in practice or games on
days they miss school. Additionally, students who have disciplinary infractions during the
school day may not participate in after school activities, practices, or games.

Students who serve a suspension (in or out of school)may result in automatic dismissal from
participation in sports or extracurricular activities for the remainder of the season.



DRESS CODE AND PERSONAL APPEARANCE

St. Joseph's school uniforms are to be worn and in compliance each day, unless a no
uniform or spirit wear day has been announced by the school administration. All uniform
pieces must be in good condition, free from stains, holes, and properly fit the student.

Reminder for all students/parents: All uniform shirts must be embroidered with the St. Joseph’s
School logo. All uniform items (pants, shorts, jumpers, skirts, blouses, shirts, sweaters,
sweatshirts, etc.) should be neat and clean and fit properly. Belts should be worn with all
pants and shorts. To ensure uniformity, all uniform items (except pants) should be purchased
at Donald’s Uniform Store.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8)

GIRLS

BOTTOMS:

Skirts (6-8): Navy blue #1039 or #1954 (only). Hem length should be no shorter than 2
inches above the knee.

Pants (6-8): Navy blue, twill. Fitted and comfort options available. Worn with black or
brown belt.

Shorts (6-8): Navy blue, twill. Walking short/Bermuda length. Available in flat and
pleated front. Worn with black or brown belt. May be worn April 1 - October 31
(weather permitting)

Leggings or modesty shorts (6-8): Navy blue. REQUIRED TO BE WORN under a jumper or
skirt.

Socks (6-8): White or navy blue knee-highs or anklets (must be minimum of 4 inches
above ankle). No-show or low, golf socks should also be white or navy blue.

TOPS:

Blouse (6-8): White oxford with logo. Available in short and long sleeves. Available in
fitted or regular fit. Shirts must be tucked into the waistband.



BOYS

BOTTOMS:

Pants (6-8): Navy blue, twill. Available in flat front and pleated. Worn with black or
brown belt.

Shorts (6-8): Navy blue, twill. Walking short/Bermuda length. Available in flat and
pleated front. Worn with black or brown belt. May be worn April 1 - October 31
(weather permitting).

Socks (6-8): White or navy blue crew socks (must be minimum of 4 inches above
ankle). No-show or low, golf socks must be white or navy blue.

TOPS:

Polo shirt (6-8): White with collar and logo. Available in short and long sleeve. Knit and
performance fabric options available.  Shirts must be tucked into the waistband.

SWEATERS (K-8): Navy with logo. V-neck, vest and cardigan options available. Pullovers (K-8):
Navy with logo. Sweatshirt and ½ zip pullover options available in light- and heavy-weight

SHOES (K-8): There is no official uniform shoe, but shoes must be neat. Laced and Velcro
shoes are allowed. Sandals, clogs, open-toe/heel, and black-sole shoes are not allowed.
Separate athletic shoes required for physical education classes, but encouraged for daily
wear.

1 - Students with uniform violations or are noncompliant with their uniform or no uniform day
policies will need to contact parents and proper attire will need to be brought to school.
Parents and students are responsible for making certain that uniform compliance is in check
prior to leaving for school each day.

2 - Hair must be neat and clean.  Students may not wear scarves, face/body paint, glitter,
unusual hair dyes, or hairstyles that are distracting. Students may not wear ball caps and
similar items in school unless there is a special dress up event that allows hats to be worn.

3 - Students in grades 6 - 8 may wear minimal makeup. Make up may not be inappropriate
or excessive.  The principal has final discretion on the appropriateness of makeup worn by
students.



No Uniform and Spirit Wear Days

The same policies apply for skirt and dress length for out of uniform days that apply for
uniform pieces.  Modesty shorts must be worn under skirts and dresses.  Shorts must have an

inseam measurement of a minimum of 5 inches.

4 - Students will come to school on no uniform days dressed in neat, modest and appropriate
attire. Clothing must be in good condition and reflect Catholic values with respect to
physical fit and modesty.

5 - No ripped or torn clothing (even if it is the style), or clothing that displays weapons,
alcohol/tobacco/drugs or inappropriate language, pictures or messages.

6- A shirt must be worn over or under all tank tops and spaghetti strap items.  This applies to
both boys and girls.  Shirts may not be halter-tops, tight fitting, show stomach or lower back.

7- Shorts worn on out of uniform days must be loose fitting and have at least a 5 inch inseam.

8 - Pajama bottoms & low riders may not be worn on out of uniform days.  Loose fitting
joggers may be worn.

9 - Students may not display undergarments.

10 - Students who do not adhere to the dress code will remain in the office until their parents
can be reached and bring suitable clothing that they can change into.

11 - Any day, students are welcome to wear jewelry as long as it is not distracting or
excessive.


